
Introducing EBP to the 
National GP Curriculum; Trial 
by Committee 

Dr Veronica Wilkie 
Senior Clinical Teaching Fellow 
Institute of Clinical Leadership 
The University Of Warwick, UK 
 



Why 

 Modernising Medical Careers 
 PMETB 

 www.pmetb.org.uk 

 57 Specialities (30 sub-specialities) 
curriculum 2005 

 Royal College of General Practitioners 
 First National Training Curriculum 

 43 000 GPs (50% medical workforce) 
 51% all Healthcare contacts in UK (82% Primary Care) 
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How did EBHC/EBP become part of the 
curriculum? 
 
 “We’re having a 

discussion………….” 
 

 Professor Steve Field and 
Dr Mike Deighan (RCGP 
curriculum leads) 

 “……use the Wonca 
definition of general 
practice/family medicine as 
a guide….” 

 Being a GP RCGP 
Curriculum Statement 
2005 



 All curriculum 
statements will be peer 
reviewed 

 Editor complete control 
of content. 
 
 
 
 



 6 core domains 
 Primary Care management 
 Person Centred Care 
 Specific problem solving skills 
 Community Orientation 
 Holistic approach 
• Fundamental features 

• Contextual; person, family, community, culture 
• Attitudinal; professional capabilities 
• Scientific; critical, research based approach to Practice 

and CPD 



What do you think should be in the 
curriculum? 
 GP Trainers and Course 

Organisers; 
 “Medicine is an art….” 
 “Evidence does not apply to GPs 

(!!)” 
 “no time to practice EBM” 

 vs 
 

 Critical Reading 
 Audit 
 “Everything Professor Sackett 

wrote….” 



What would you like to include? 

 RCGP WM Faculty 
Board 

 Research architecture 
 Hierarchy of evidence 
 “Don’t forget qualitative 

research” 
 Critical reading 
 “What are the other 

colleges doing?” 



Curriculum Statement 3.5 
 www.rcgp.org.uk 
Evidence Based Practice 

 Ask the right questions 
 Find appt literature from the right sources 
 Apply rigour in appraising 
 Place answers in appropriate context 
 Demonstrate a knowledge of leadership, in order 

to make changes 
 Design and initiate evaluation through audit 

 Update in 2006 Includes Sicily statement 2005 
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2007 

 nMRCGP 
 Curriculum in use 
 EBP/Management 20% 

AKT 
 Review jan 2008 
 Recertification for GPs 
 E-learning project 
 

 veronicawilkie@doctors.org
.uk 
 

 www.rcgp-curriculum.org.uk 
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Thanks to  

 Professor Steve Field 
 Dr Mike Deighan 
 Dr Guy Houghton, RCGP Midland Faculty 

Board, Joy Dale, Ailsa Donnelly and the 
RCGP Patient Partnership Group 
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